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Nigeria is experiencing serious 

national and security challenge that may 

mar her existence as a nation in the near 

future if nothing meaningful is done. 

Poverty, unemployment and under  

 

 

employment have been identified as the 

components of insecurity. These security 

challenges come in different magnitudes 

among which are kidnapping, food 

insecurity, religious intolerance, 

ethnicity, hunger, militancy, human tr 
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Abstract 

When vocational education becomes functional, its relevance and 

contributions enhance national development as well as encourage 

peaceful co-existence and security of lives and properties. This paper 

examines the relationship between functional vocational education, 

peace and security. The current educational system is bedeviled with 

poor and inadequate funding, certificate driven mentality, examination 

malpractices, lack of practical orientation in the teaching and learning 

of vocational education, among others. These affect the competence and 

outcome of the educational products. There is therefore need to review 

the educational system and make it more functional. A functional 

vocational education will exist when all or most of these deficiencies 

have been addressed. A functional vocational education would empower 

graduates for self-reliance and employment. It becomes imperative to 

put in place strategies for effective control of all forms of examination 

malpractice to ensure quality graduates. Curriculum planners have to 

integrate entrepreneurship in every course of study, so as to inculcate 

the spirit in every learner irrespective of course of study. 
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afficking, armed robbery, suicide 

bombing, Fulani Herdsmen attack etc. 

There have been several interventions by 

government to combat the menace of 

insecurity through increased budgetary 

allocation to the security sector. 

However, these interventions have not 

succeeded in dousing the insecurity 

situation in the country, hence; 

education becomes a better option to 

equip the citizens with knowledge and 

skills for survival and national security. 

Education is a process by which 

individuals are formally assisted to 

develop their capacities for their benefits 

and that of the society, through proper 

direction and guidance. Education helps 

the individuals develop themselves and 

participate effectively and efficiently in 

the society. It is a very essential factor in 

the development of any nation. 

According to Anho (2014), it leads to 

national transformation and employment 

through reduction in poverty with 

ensured peace and security. Many 

countries spend huge sum of money 

providing education for their citizens, 

because education is a major instrument 

for national development. In view of 

this, the National Policy on Education 

(2014) viewed education as an 

instrument par excellence for national 

development. Agi and Yellowe (2013) 

also supported this when they asserted 

that the goals of wealth creation or 

generation, poverty reduction and value 

re-orientation can only be attained and 

sustained through an efficient education 

system which impacts the relevant skills, 

knowledge, capacities, attitudes and 

values. 

 Education could take formal or 

in formal shape, or both. The formal is a 

system of schooling involving 

institutionalized teaching and learning 

and a curriculum designed for a 

predetermined purpose while the in-

formal system does not require any 

specified curriculum. However formal 

education has been criticized because of 

its lack of relevance in the present rising 

unemployment, under employment and 

poverty level in the land. On the 

contrary, informal education has not 

been able to promote the much needed 

development, scientific and 

technological breakthrough. 

Consequently, vocational education 

involves the formal and informal 

educational system. It is that aspect of 

education that exposes learners to the 

acquisition of practical and applied skills 

as well as basic scientific knowledge.  

When there is a functional vocational 

education, it can be one of the solutions 

to national insecurity the country is 

experiencing presently. This is because 

well trained graduates of vocational 

education will create jobs thereby 

employing themselves as well as others. 

This will alleviate the age long problem 

of graduate unemployment and poverty. 

It is believed that when unemployment 

and poverty are tackled, insecurity will 

be reduced to the barest minimum. This 

paper therefore looked at functional 

vocational education as a solution to the 

present surge of insecurity bedeviling 

the country. 
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National Peace and Security 
Peace is not just the absence of 

war, violence or anxiety. It also involves 

activities that increase development and 

reduce conflicts both locally and 

internationally. In view of this, Ugwu 

(2017) pointed out that although war 

may not be going on in a country, but 

the experience of pervasive poverty, 

oppression, kidnapping, armed robbery, 

Fulani herdsmen escapade indicate 

absence of peace. Against this 

background Ibeanu (2016) stressed that 

it would be wrong to categorize a 

country experiencing pervasive 

structural violence as peaceful. 

 Akin (2008) explained security 

as a situation that exists as a result of the 

establishment of measures for the 

protection of individuals and properties. 

Hornby (2016) in Ugwu (2017) further 

defined national security as the safety of 

a state or organization against criminal 

activities. In the context of this paper, 

national security refers to a situation 

where the rates of unemployment, 

underemployment, crime, hunger, food 

insecurity are arrested through job 

creation and skill acquisition. Hence, 

security can be defined as the protection 

and preservation of the state against 

external aggression with the aim of 

securing its sovereignty. It is the 

protection of individuals against crime 

such as kidnapping, robbery, terrorism 

etc, while at the international context, it 

is the protection against external attack 

or subversion or mutiny from within 

(Ebeigbe and Nwaham, 2013).  Anho 

(2014) explained that job security, food 

security, social security etc are objects 

connoting individual or state security. 

Insecurity is a threat to development in 

any nation. According to Handley 

(2010), insecurity is majorly caused by 

joblessness and scramble for scarce 

resources. Studies have shown that most 

conflict occurring in Africa is mainly 

propelled by the impulse of the deprived 

group to resist the injustice and 

oppressive tendency of the dominant 

group or the ruling elite.  Zakaria (2006) 

in Ajufo (2013) supported this by stating 

that the unavailability of job 

opportunities among graduate youths, 

have been identified as one of the major 

factors responsible for youth restiveness 

and other social vices including 

prostitution, arm robbery, destitution 

and political thuggery. 

In view of this, Ihebereme 

(2013) posited that the security of a 

nation or state has gone beyond military 

might and powers. To be truly secured, a 

nation has to explore all means and 

avenues of security. According to Ugwu 

(2017), any nation seeking to achieve 

total security, must address the problems 

of food security, low level of 

production, low technological 

development, poverty, and chronic 

unemployment, because national 

security policy would make no meaning 

to the hungry and unemployed. 

 

The Role of Functional Vocational 

Education in Enhancing Peace and 

Security in Nigeria   
 Formal education is a 

prerequisite for peace and national 
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security, hence, can be used to attain self 

reliance, sufficiency and eradicate 

poverty. Productive, qualitative and 

functional education is the true source of 

power in the world, more than military 

might. A functional education or 

learning occurs when the learner or 

recipient has a practical application of 

the knowledge thereby making useful 

purpose with the knowledge or 

information. The education is 

operational and helps the learner to 

solve practical life problems. A 

functional vocational education equips 

individuals with better understanding of 

their vocation and occupation. The 

individual when grounded can apply the 

knowledge gained to any life problem. 

Hence, when Nigerian vocational 

educational system is made functional 

and effective, there would be drastic 

reduction of poverty and unemployment 

rate bedeviling the nation. Vocational 

education is the training and retraining 

given to individuals that lead to the 

acquisition of practical and applied 

skills. This will enable the recipient 

prepare for the world of work. 

Vocational education is a type of 

education designed to prepare students 

for industry, agriculture and commerce. 

It equips the learner with necessary 

skills to be economically self reliant. It 

leads to employment in a job, a trade or 

an occupation and helps prepare the 

individual for sustainable means of 

livelihood in specific trade or 

occupation. The training is essential for 

all since it prepares the learners for 

career that are manually based and 

practically oriented.  In the world today, 

there is need to prepare the youths to 

cope with the present challenges of 

unemployment,  hunger, and poverty, by 

developing attitudes of critical thinking, 

building skills and core competencies.  

 Vocational type of education 

entails both the formal and in formal 

system, thereby, exposing the learners to 

skilled as well as semi-skilled 

knowledge. The aim is; to provide 

trained personnel in business, craft, 

technology, agriculture, commerce, arts 

etc; to give training, and impart 

necessary skills to learners to be self 

reliant and economically useful to their 

society.  A functional vocational 

education helps to build good human 

and personal relation. It reduces rural-

urban migration because the rural 

population would have been gainfully 

employed. This would check the influx 

of overcrowded unemployed and 

underemployed youths in the urban 

centers who are agents of agitations, oil 

pipe vandalism, terrorism, kidnapping, 

riot, stealing etc. Vocational Education 

enhances national peace and security in 

the following ways; 

1.  Employment and wealth 

creation: vocational education provides 

employment opportunities to teeming 

unemployed youths. The practical skills 

acquired help the learners function 

profitably in the society. 

2. Improved living standard: 

increased productivity brings about 

improved life style. 

3. Increased pace of technological 

innovations: skills acquired would 
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increase the pace of technological 

innovation 

4. Promotes peace and security: 

vocational education creates avenue of 

coping with the pressures of 

unemployment, poverty, and hunger. 

This helps in curbing the rise in crime 

and other social vices. As the citizens 

are engaged in meaningful and 

productive activities, the gap between 

the rich and the poor is bridged thereby 

making people to be less prone to 

violence and crime. They tend to be 

more peaceful and favourable to civil 

authorities.  

For a functional vocational 

education, there is urgent need for 

innovation in the nation’s educational 

system. Learning is unnecessarily 

theoretical; academic and abstract. Most 

times, students merely study to secure 

certificates to the detriments of actual 

performance. Emphasis should be laid 

on the practical and psychomotor 

development. Jobs and task given to the 

students of vocational education should 

not be mere exercises but real jobs with 

real tools and machines so that 

appropriate skills are acquired and real 

products produced. For instance, 

agricultural education, a course in 

vocational education should be 

competency-based, vocationally and 

skill oriented. Egun (2009) opined that it 

should be utilitarian and stimulating 

bringing theoretical ideals to practical 

reality. When this is achieved, the 

incidence of examination malpractice 

would be eradicated. It has become a 

fast growing trend in Nigeria that 

parents/guardians and teachers aid and 

abate this crime. Unfortunately, this 

menace has eaten deep into the fabrics 

of Nigerian educational system, as those 

who obtain their certificates through this 

means are likely to adopt the same 

method when employed (Ugwu, 2017).  

Proper and adequate funding of the 

educational sector is an imperative for 

functional educational system. This 

should be geared towards provision of 

necessary equipment and infrastructures 

relevant for teaching and learning. 

Teachers’ professional training, 

development and capacity building is 

important in making education 

functional since no educational system 

can rise above the quality of its teachers. 

Entrepreneurship education should be 

incorporated in all levels of education to 

make it more functional, relevant, 

practical and comprehensive.   

It is in view all these that Orikpe (2013) 

suggested a total overhaul of the 

curriculum at all levels of education 

with a view to providing its recipients, 

broad based education in the 

development of the mind, soul and body; 

and in comprehending the environment 

and in the development of appropriate 

attitudes, skills, abilities and 

competences to co-exist with and 

contribute to the development of the 

society. This calls for a synergy between 

liberal education, vocational and 

entrepreneurship education. 

 

Conclusion  

The security situation in the country 

calls for extraordinary measures to 
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tackle it, for this reason, functional 

vocational education becomes an option 

to reduce the sophistication of crimes 

and violence that are threatening 

national integration, peace and security. 

To ensure acquisition of appropriate 

skills and practices necessary for 

employment generation and self-

reliance, there is need to look beyond 

the current educational practices. This 

would make the training more effective, 

functional and relevant to contemporary 

Nigerian situation.  

 

Recommendations  

Based on the foregoing, the following 

recommendations were proffered; 

1. The stakeholders involved in 

education should adequately provide the 

human and material resources to make 

vocational and entrepreneurship 

programmes in the school curriculum 

more effective and functional. This will 

equip graduates with occupational 

survival skills and depopulate the crime 

world. 

2. School-industry linkage 

(industrial training) should be 

strengthened as a way of bridging the 

gap of lack of practical equipment and 

inadequate instructional materials. 

3. Government at all levels should 

redirect their energies and interest into 

vocational education in order to 

empower graduates for self-reliance and 

needed employable skills. 

4. Teachers should devise 

strategies for effectively controlling of 

all forms of examination malpractice to 

ensure quality graduates.  
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